
1

March/April 2015

Your 2015 Officers

President - Brandon Hirt

VP of Competit ions - Sally Becker

VP of Programs - Bill Baird

VP of Outings - Bob Airhart

Treasurer - Margie Navarro

Secretary - John Varljen

Assistant Treasurer/Secretary - Loretta 
Storm

Newsletter Editor - Eric Gaston

Upcoming Programs

March 2nd:  Competit ion Prep Night

March 16th:  Tara Nelson Presentation

April 6th:  Favorite Photographer Night

April 20th:  Jerry Carey - Quadcopter Photography

(If  Jerry can't make this date, we may have the Panel 
Discussion that we had previously cancelled)

Before we get into the newsletter, I thought we could all use a 
picture of Spring.  It's coming, I promise.  

http://abcps.webs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/ABC-Photo-Society/178976852133550


2

March/April 2015

We're Trying Something New on March 2nd

One of our ideas for a program this year is to have a "Competit ion Prep Night."  We want to get more 
people involved in the competit ions.  So we'll be there to help with any competit ion-related issues 

you might be having.  Are you having trouble choosing which photos to enter?  Bring us some 
choices and we'll try to give you some insight into which ones you should submit.  If  you have your 
images printed, we'll have mats, mat cutters and mounting board available so that you can get your 

images ready to hand in.  We may have a printer there in case anyone needs to get their images 
printed (no guarantees, but we're working on making this happen).   Just bring your images on a CD 

or thumbdrive.

Greetings everyone, 

We have been blessed with a great winter of photography so far. Hopefully the snow keeps fall ing 
and making everything look clean and white. I challenge everyone to go out the next t ime it snows 
and shoot something in their yard. Open the door and look at that tree with a dif ferent perspective. 
Move up or down, look left and right. Watch the shadows of a tree in the morning or evening. Don't 
be afraid to get that rust of the camera so you are ready when the warm weather shows up. If  you 
are a fan of staying dry and warm, go to the store and buy a f lower or two and take photos of them. 
Use natural l ight from your window and backlight the f lowers or use some shade. This is a great t ime 
of year to play with your gear and get to know it. Turn your lights off  and try to change your battery. 
Press all those buttons and f ind out what they do. I know at my house the kitty model agency is 
always after me for testing my f lashes on the cats.

If  you just want to be inspired look at other photographers website. I know in our group we have 
multiple people with websites. Check out pinterest and search for a style of photography you want 
to learn more about. 500px.com is another amazing place to see some amazing work.

Good day, 

Brandon Hirt

Our members with websites

www.davehammaker.com

http:/ /www.ericgaston.com

http:/ /www.brandonhirtphoto.com

http:/ /www.dierksphoto.com

http:/ /www.roblynn.org

http:/ / f ineartamerica.com/prof iles/mary-beth-landis.html

Message From the President

https://www.facebook.com/pages/ABC-Photo-Society/178976852133550
http://abcps.webs.com/
http://500px.com
http://www.davehammaker.com
http://www.ericgaston.com
http://www.brandonhirtphoto.com
http://www.dierksphoto.com
http://www.roblynn.org
http://fineartamerica.com/profiles/mary-beth-landis.html
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1)  How long have you been into photography?
I have always enjoyed photography to some degree, but about 

eight years ago I decided to buy a digital camera and I've been 

hooked ever since.

2)  What was your f irst camera?
My f irst "real" camera was a hand me down Vivitar that my older 

brother Ray gave me. It shot 110 f ilm and I used for many years.  

My brother passed away in 2010, but prior to his death he 

repeatedly told me he was convinced I had found my niche in 

photography. He encouraged me to keep shooting. I wish he was 

here to see how I've progressed.
 
3)  What camera(s) do you shoot with now?

My Nikon D3200 was a birthday gif t for my big 5-0 a couple of years ago. My Tamron 70-300 mm lens was a 
gif t to myself .

 
4)  What is your favorite subject to photograph?

Nature.  I love the serenity of sitt ing or standing quietly while watching it.
 
5)  If  you were given the opportunity to photograph any place on the planet, where would you head to f irst?
 Ever since I was a kid, I've wanted to go to Hawaii. I would need an extra piece of luggage just to bring back 

all the f il led up memory cards!
 
6)  If  you could go back in time and photograph any historical f igure, who would you choose?

I would choose Walt Disney for the opportunity of meeting him.  Taking his picture would just be an added 
bonus.  Can you think of anyone you know who, as a child,  hasn't been touched or inf luenced in some way 
by his creative genius?

 
7)  If  you could spend a week being taught by any pro photographer, who would you choose?
 I would pick Steve McCurry. I love the way his pictures draw you in to tell a story.  They are a combination 

of grit and beauty.

Member Q&A with Cindy Schaner

Upcoming Photography Competit ions

Here are a few local(ish) competit ions happening in the near future that our members should think about 
entering:

Blair County Arts Festival - Entry Deadline is March 9th

Ebensburg Art in Bloom Spring Art Show - Entry Deadline is April 3th

Allegany National Photographic Composition and Exhibition - Entry Deadline is March 6th

http://abcps.webs.com/
http://blaircountyartsfestival.org/
http://blaircountyartsfestival.org/
http://blaircountyartsfestival.org/
http://blaircountyartsfestival.org/
http://blaircountyartsfestival.org/
http://www.ebensburgmainstreet.com/events/art_in_bloom.html
http://www.ebensburgmainstreet.com/events/art_in_bloom.html
http://www.ebensburgmainstreet.com/events/art_in_bloom.html
http://www.ebensburgmainstreet.com/events/art_in_bloom.html
http://www.ebensburgmainstreet.com/events/art_in_bloom.html
http://www.ebensburgmainstreet.com/events/art_in_bloom.html
http://www.ebensburgmainstreet.com/events/art_in_bloom.html
http://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/event.php?eventid=12346
http://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/event.php?eventid=12346
http://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/event.php?eventid=12346
http://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/event.php?eventid=12346
http://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/event.php?eventid=12346
http://www.alleganyartscouncil.org/event.php?eventid=12346
https://www.facebook.com/pages/ABC-Photo-Society/178976852133550


4

March/April 2015

Member Q&A with Nicole Schoch

1)  How long have you been into photography?
Around 10-12 years. I started at Olan Mills portrait studio and 

continued a love of photography from there. 

2)  What was your f irst camera?
Nikon SLR 35 mm, but going back to my very f irst camera ever was a 

Kodak easy load (no loading f ilm just pop in the f ilm canister and go) 

3)  What camera(s) do you shoot with now?
Nikon D3200

4)  What is your favorite subject to photograph?
Everything! However what I photograph most often are; my daughter, f lowers and landscapes.

5)  If  you were given the opportunity to photograph any place on the planet, where would you head to f irst?
A place with waterfalls, lush green lands, and all the colors in the world - However, some of the places On my 
bucket l ist are Fiji, Italy, and Hawaii. 

6)  If  you could go back in time and photograph any historical f igure, who would you choose?
Abraham Lincoln. I would love to capture the honesty in his eyes. 

7)  If  you could spend a week being taught by any pro photographer, who would you choose?   

Anne Geddes and Ansel Adams. Two dif ferent photographic genres but both amazing photographers. Anne for 
her creative mind frame and unique outlook on photography people and Ansel for his unique landscape 
photography  

Save the Date
Old Bedford Village has set up their calendar of 

events for 2015.  The Old West Reenactment is taking 
place on June 27th and 28th.  This event is always a 

favorite photo op for a lot of our members.  

You can see the vil lage's schedule here:

http:/ /www.oldbedfordvillage.com/events.php

http://abcps.webs.com/
http://www.oldbedfordvillage.com/events.php
https://www.facebook.com/pages/ABC-Photo-Society/178976852133550
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Trolley Museum Outing - March 21st

The event will be held at Rockhill Trolley Museum. 

http:/ /www.rockhilltrolley.org/ .  The museum is located 

near the East Broad Top Railroad in Orbisiona  

http:/ /www.rockhilltrolley.org/ visitors_guide/ location. 

This is a remake of our rain shortened event last 

September 6 2014. Those who PAID 20 DOLLARS ON 

SEPTEMBER 6 ARE FREE ( I have a list ). The cost will be 

20 dollars and is payable day of the event to the trolley 

museum. ABC Photo Society has 20 people limit. If  you where there f irst t ime and can not make it 
please let me know so someone may take your place. 

 Spaghetti supper will be offered for 8 dollars payable to the museum at t ime you eat. I need to know 
when you sign up if  you want supper. The last day to sign up is March 8 or when 20 people limit is 
f il led 

 This is our Program for the day 

 Trolleys are leaving at 2 pm to make a photo run stopping where ever we want on the way out and 
back. After returning we will do group photos and eat supper. After supper we will make a second run 
out the line stopping where ever we want until we run out of useable daylight return and set up for 
night shoot. We must be done by 10 pm. My guess the cold will get to us f irst. Trolleys are heated.  
REMEMBER YOU WILL BE WALKING ON RAILROAD TRACKS AND UNEVEN SURFACES SO WARE 
APPROPRIATE FOOT WARE. Hopefully all the snow will be gone. In case of rain we will move inside car 
barn number two. 

 Some members of the Furious Fourth Living History Group will be there. Other groups that I have 
contacted are not returning my e-mails so if  you know anybody that would like to dress up in WWII 
era for us bring them. 

  After the event I will be asking you to PLEASE SHARE some photos with our reenactors and period 
people they are doing this for free and traveling at there expense. THANK YOU 

If  you have any questions, contact Bob Airhart at:  bluethunder6@atlanticbb.net

Don't forget to renew your club dues for 2015.  You can download a membership form on the club's 
website at http:/ / abcps.webs.com/newslettersandforms.htm

The end of March is when we clean up our membership lists.  At that t ime, we'll take any unpaid 
names off  our our email l ists and off  of the club's Facebook page.  

Photo by Bob Airhart

https://www.facebook.com/pages/ABC-Photo-Society/178976852133550
http://abcps.webs.com/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/visitors_guide/location
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/visitors_guide/location
http://abcps.webs.com/newslettersandforms.htm
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Member Photo Spotlight

This photo was taken by Mary Beth Landis.  It 
was taken at Old Bedford Village and you can 
see the Claycomb Covered Bridge if  you look 
through the cover of the wagon.  If  you would 
like to see a larger version of this photo, it 's 

currently on display at the 321 Gallery in 
Hollidaysburg.  

You can click here to see a lot more of Mary 
Beth's work.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/ABC-Photo-Society/178976852133550
http://abcps.webs.com/
http://fineartamerica.com/profiles/mary-beth-landis.html
http://fineartamerica.com/profiles/mary-beth-landis.html
http://fineartamerica.com/profiles/mary-beth-landis.html
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